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IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE 
BUSINESS AND PROPERTY COURTS 
OF ENGLAND AND WALES 
COMMERCIAL COURT  
(KBD) 
 

B E T W E E N :  

 

Claim no. CL-2023-000262 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 

YERMEK ALIMOV 
 

Claimant 
-and- 

(1) ABDUMALIK MIRAKHMEDOV 

(2) RASHIT MAKHAT 

(3) ANDREY KIM 

(4) GENESIS DIGITAL ASSETS LIMITED  

 

Defendants 

WITNESS STATEMENT OF VAKHA GOIGOV 

 

I, VAKHA GOIGOV,        , WILL SAY AS 

FOLLOWS: 

1. I have been the Head of Operations at Genesis Digital Assets Limited ('GDA') since 2022 and 

oversee the operations of Bitcoin mining companies in Kazakhstan.  

2. I understand that the Defendants are applying to challenge the Jurisdiction of the Courts of 

England & Wales to hear the case which has been brought by Mr Yermek Alimov. I have been 

provided with a copy of the First Witness Statement of Yermek Alimov and Exhibit dated 28 

June 2024 ('YA1') and Exhibit YA1 and I have been directed to specific paragraphs where I am 

mentioned. I make this statement in response to the comments about my actions.   

3. Unless otherwise stated, I have personal knowledge of the facts and matters set out in this 

statement and confirm that they are true. Where the facts are not within my personal 

knowledge, they are true to the best of my information and belief. Withers LLP ('Withers') has 
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assisted me with drafting this statement and we have corresponded by video conference and 

by email.  This statement was drafted in Russian and then translated into English as it is more 

appropriate for me to give testimony in Russian. 

4. Nothing in this statement is intended to waive privilege or submit to the jurisdiction of the Courts 

of England and Wales in relation to any matters arising in relation to the Claim and the 

allegations made therein. 

My interactions with Mr Alimov  

5. As part of my role, I have come across Mr Alimov. He suggested that the Defendants consider 

purchasing various energy companies, including the Stal Substation and the ABK Buildings in 

Karaganda, Kazakhstan (the 'Assets'), and was known to me as a broker.  

6. I met Mr Alimov a few times in-person but, principally, I dealt with him over the phone on calls, 

as described below.   

7. As far as I remember, the first time I met Mr Alimov was in 2017 when he was brokering different 

assets (unrelated to the Stal Substation or ABK Buildings). I remember I went with Mr Kim, 

Mr Makhat and Mr Alimov to inspect the Stal Substation and the ABK Buildings in August 2017. 

I remember that Mr Alimov led the site tour and was facilitating the potential purchase. Mr 

Mirakhmedov, Mr Kim and Mr Makhat decided to purchase both Assets following this visit.  

8. After this, in around autumn 2017, we undertook significant renovations works to these Assets, 

and in particular to the ABK Buildings which were in very poor condition and needed complete 

reconstructing. I assisted to Mr Kim with overseeing these renovations works. Mr Alimov's 

brother, Aydyn Alimov, was acting as a subcontractor.  

9. I do not recall that Mr Alimov and I communicated via WhatsApp messages. I do remember 

speaking with Mr Alimov on the phone a few times to discuss certain issues, including related 

to the Assets. However, that was the extent of my communications with him. Mr Alimov was 

not an individual who was involved in the management or operations of the company or even 

the Assets once we acquired them. I do not believe that any other team member has ever met 

Mr Alimov as he never took any interest in the operational side of our projects. For example, I 

never sent him operational reports or updates as I did and continue to do for the other 

shareholders. Also, Mr Alimov never attended any of the shareholder meetings.  

10. As part of my work, I received third-party asset purchase offers for the purposes of business 

development on multiple occasions between 2017 and 2018. Given electricity surplus in 

Kazakhstan, it was common for third parties to send proposals for potential sites, assets or 

opportunities for consideration. I remember that in addition to the Stal Substation and the ABK 

Buildings, Mr Alimov also provided us with information relating to other power plants, such as 

Ridderskaya and KaTGRES 1. However, we decided those assets were not suitable.  



 

 3  

 

The messages and documents from 'me' to Mr Alimov 

11. I have seen the WhatsApp messages Mr Alimov says I sent him in August 2017 at [Exhibit 

YA1, p.3-5 and p.6-16]. I do not recognise these messages or the documents which are 

supposed to be attached to them. I do not recall sending these or any other messages to 

Mr Alimov. However, I can confirm that the mobile number at Exhibit YA1, p.9 and p.15 is my 

number. I have changed my mobile phones on several occasions and have been using a 

different phone number since 2018, so I do not have access to any historic messages with 

Mr Alimov in order to verify these messages. I do not currently have Mr Alimov's number, but I 

do have his brother's number (if it still belongs to him). 

12. Given Mr Alimov's role as a broker and my limited interactions with him, I cannot understand 

why I would have any grounds to send him such messages or documents. Mr Kim did not 

instruct me to send Mr Alimov these messages or documents as Mr Alimov baselessly alleges 

at YA1, paragraph 68. Further, I did not have (and do not have) authority to send internal profit 

models to anyone outside of the company and I observed and respected this in 2017, as I do 

now.   

13. I do recognise the format of the spreadsheets which Mr Alimov alleges that I sent him (see: 

Exhibit YA1, p.5 and p.16].1 This format was a template of the spreadsheets we used to 

calculate the profitability of every potential project (including the projects related to the Assets). 

I have seen hundreds of similar spreadsheets which are based on the similar template. I do not 

recall sending any spreadsheets to Mr Alimov. Further, I do not recall seeing any messages 

with a reference to a specific share in any project which belonged to Mr Alimov. 

14. For the reasons explained above, I do not understand how or why the WhatsApp messages 

and documents in Exhibit YA1 are shown as coming from me. To the very best of my 

recollection I did not send these – and would have no reason to send such messages or 

documents. I find it very strange.  

Statement of truth 

I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true. I understand that proceedings for 

contempt of court may be brought against anyone who makes, or causes to be made, a false statement 

in a document verified by a statement of truth without an honest belief in its truth. 

[signature] 

Vakha Goigov  

Dated 6 September 2024 

 
1 For the benefit of the Court, I refer to the English translations of the documents or messages to 
which I refer.  


