


.u.pyrnx HCT0'-IHHK0B, C0OTBeTCTBYIOT )].eHCTBHTeJJbHOCTH, HaCK0JlbK0 51 Mory CYJJ.11Tb B 

Mepy M0HX 3HaHHH 11 y6e)K)].eHHH. 

Bse,D,enue 

5. Kor.u.a 51 BbIWJJa 3aMy)K 3a EpMeKa, Mb! 6bIJJH He6oraTbI, 6JJH)Ke K 6eJJ.HbIM, nocK0JJbKY 

Tor.u.a EpMeK T0JlbK0 Ha'-laJJ .u.enaTb Kapbepy, 11 y Hae He 6b1Jl0 C0CT051TeJJbHbIX

pOJJ.HTeJJeH, K0TOpbie M0rJJH 6bJ HaM TT0M0'-lb. JI TT0MHIO, '-ITO ero 3apnnaTa B Ha'-laJJe 

Kapbepbl C0CTaBJl51Jla MeHee I 00 J].0JJJiapOB CWA B Mecm.i. JI TaK)Ke TT0MHIO, '-ITO B TO 

Bpel\rn EpMeK 3a'-laCTYIO CT051Jl nepe.u. BbI6opoM: BepttyTbC51 JJ.OMOH C pa60Tbl Ha 

aBT06yce l1Jll1 )I<e TTOHTH neWKOM, HO Ha o6paTHOM nyTH KYTTHTb 6yxaHKY xne6a.

6. y EpMeKa BCer)J.a 6&rna npe.u.npHHHMaTeJJbCKa51 )l(HJJKa, l1 51 TTOMHIO, '-ITO ero nepBblM 

6113HeCOM 6bIJJa nepenpo.u.a)l<a pa31ll1'1Hb)X Bel.I-leH B ero p0JJ.H0M cene YJJb51HOBKa, 

pacn0JJO)J<eHH0M B KaparaHJJ.HHCKOH 06nacT11 Ka3axcrnHa. OH Ha'-laJJ 3aHHMaTbC51 

3THM, Kor.u.a B 1998 ro.u.y p0JJ.11JJC51 Haw nepBhIH CbIH, H051H AJJHMOB. 3To CTaJJ0 

Ha'-laJJ0M ero 6113HeC-KapbepbI. 

7. EpMeK Bcer.u.a )].eJJHJJC51 co MHOH CB0HMl1 11CT0p1151Ml1 ycnexa B 6113Hece, a TaK)Ke

.u.pyroi1 J].eJJ0BOH l1HQ)OpMau,11ei1. Kor.u.a OH CTaJl 6onee ycneWHhIM, OH nepeCTaJl 

pacCKa3hIBaTb MHe 0 CB0eM 6H3Hece B TaKHX TTOJJ.p06Hocrnx 11 coo6man Jll1Wb caMoe

Ba)KH0e. 

IIoeJ)].Ka s JlOH)].OH 11 9 HIOHH 2017 ro.u.a 

8. IO HIOH51 2017 ro.u.a 51 BMeCTe C EpMeKOM 11 Halli HM CblH0M Ho51HOM np11cyTCTBOBaJJa 

Ha Y)Kl1He C r-HOM M11paxMe,D,OBblM Ha I1Hrp3M-aBeHIO, 27. Mb! np11exan11 B JlOH)].OH B 

0TnycK. 

9. 9 111OH51 2017 ro.u.a, 3a .u.eHb .u.o y)lrnHa, EpMeK, Ho51H 11 51 BCTpeT11n11cb c l1JJbJJ.apoM 

3aK11pOBbIM l1 ero )I<eHOH B JJ0H,D,0HCK0M pecTopaHe p51JJ.0M C "Harrods". !-1JJb,D,apa Mbl 

3Han11 eme no Ka3axcTaHy. JI 3Hana, 'ITO OH 6b1JJ Konneroi1 Ep,vteKa no 3HepreT11,1ecKoi1 

0TpaCJJl1.
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IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE Claim no. CL-2023-000262 

BUSINESS AND PROPERTY COURTS OF ENGLAND AND WALES 

COMMERCIAL COURT (KBD) 

BETWEEN: 

 YERMEK ALIMOV Claimant 
 

- and - 
 
 (1) ABDUMALIK MIRAKHMEDOV 

(2) RASHIT MAKHAT 
(3) ANDREY KIM 

(4) GENESIS DIGITAL ASSETS LIMITED 
 (a company incorporated in Cyprus) Defendants 
 

WITNESS STATEMENT OF GULMIRA ALIMOVA 

 

I, GULMIRA ALIMOVA, of   

 SAY as follows: 

1. I am the wife of Yermek Alimov, the Claimant in these proceedings.  

2. My native language is Kazakh and Russian, and I speak limited English. If I were to 

give oral evidence in these proceedings I would require the assistance of an interpreter. 

This statement has been prepared following discussions by telephone with the solicitors 

instructed for the Claimant, who are fluent Russian speakers. An English translation of 

this statement is provided. 

3. The facts and matters set out in this statement are within my own knowledge unless 

otherwise stated, and I believe them to be true. Where I refer to information supplied 

by others, the source of the information is identified; facts and matters derived from 

other sources are true to the best of my knowledge and belief. 
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Background 

4. The Claimant, Yermek, is my husband. We have been married for 26 years as of now.

5. When I married Yermek, we were not rich, closer to poor, as Yermek had only started

working on his career at that time, and we did not have wealthy parents to help us out.

I recall that his salary at the beginning of his career was less than USD 100 per month.

I also remember that Yermek had a choice either to go back home from work by bus or

to walk back home but buy a loaf of bread on his way back.

6. Yermek always had entrepreneurial spirit in him, and I remember that his first business

was re-selling different things in his home village of Ulyanovka located in the

Karaganda region of Kazakhstan. He started doing this when our first son, Noyan

Alimov, was born in 1998. This was the beginning of his business career.

7. Yermek always shared his success stories in business with me, as well as other business

information. When he became more successful, he stopped telling me about his

business in such detail, and only telling me the most important information.

London trip and 9 June 2017 

8. I was present with Yermek and our son, Noyan, at the dinner with Mr Mirakhmedov at 

27 Ingram Avenue on 10 June 2017. We were on holiday in London at that time.

9. The day before the dinner, on 9 June 2017, Yermek, Noyan and I met Ildar Zakirov 

and his wife in London at a restaurant in the Harrods area. Ildar was someone we knew 

from Kazakhstan. I knew that he was a colleague of Yermek’s in the power industry.

10. I remember that on the same day our son was coming from his university in Exeter to 

see us and spend time together. He was to come initially to our hotel, the Landmark 

Hotel, where Yermek and I were staying, and from there, we intended to go out to a 

restaurant.

11. I was in Harrods when Yermek met Noyan at the Landmark Hotel. Noyan then came 

to see me at Harrods, where we met. We went for a walk around the surrounding area 

and then spent the rest of the time at Harrods until Yermek and Ildar picked us up by 

car, and we went to the restaurant. I remember that Ildar was driving his car and I
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remembered how neatly he drove the car, as driving in England is different from driving 

in Kazakhstan. 

12. We arrived at the restaurant around 9 p.m., and we all sat down at a table. Ildar’s wife 

and I sat on the edge of the table, opposite each other. Ildar sat to the left of his wife, 

and to the left of Ildar sat Yermek. My son sat between me and Yermek.   

13. All evening, we chatted at the table about various mundane things such as buying 

property, families, schools and universities, and life in the UK. I remember that 

periodically, I could overhear a conversation about electricity or power between 

Yermek and Ildar, but as it was too noisy in the restaurant, and as I recall it, they 

periodically went outside (I assume to discuss their private matters).  

14. I also remember that when we left the restaurant, Yermek left the restaurant very 

satisfied and in a good mood. He shared with me that he had discussed a very important 

site for one of his projects. 

10 June 2017: dinner with Mr Mirakhmedov and his family at 27 Ingram Avenue 

15. The next day, 10 June 2017, initially, Yermek, Noyan and I had planned to go to a 

musical, 42nd Street, that day. Yermek did not inform me in advance that we would be 

going to see Mr Mirakhmedov and his family at 27 Ingram Avenue.  

16. Usually, if someone is inviting us in advance to visit them abroad, we always bring gifts 

from Kazakhstan to give to the hosts and I always take something special to wear for 

visiting people. As a result, I was completely unready for this dinner. 

17. Yermek, Noyan and I planned that we would spend this day together, as a family, then 

we would go to the musical and then to a restaurant to have dinner.  

18. Yermek informed me approximately in the afternoon on 10 June 2017 that our family 

was invited to visit Mr Mirakhmedov’s home. Yermek told me that our family must go, 

it was very important to him and that he had a serious conversation to have with Mr 

Mirakhmedov. I was at Selfridges at the time Yermek informed me about that, and I 

quickly went to buy something, so our family did not come empty-handed. As far as I 

remember, I bought chocolate-covered strawberries. 
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19. Honestly, I was upset that we were not going to the musical. At that time, we were not 

living in England, and it was a little dream of mine to see 42nd Street in London.  

20. That is why I purchased the tickets in advance and I was excited that Yermek, Noyan 

and I would go there and have dinner, especially given that Yermek and I had not seen 

our son for a while. But I understood that Yermek would never cancel our plans unless 

it was something extremely important and serious. As a result, we went to meet Mr 

Mirakhmedov and his family at 27 Ingram Avenue. 

21. The three of us we went to Mr Mirakhmedov’s home by Uber. I remember that we 

arrived at Mr Mirakhmedov’s residence at 8.40 p.m. Mr Mirakhmedov met and greeted 

us upon arrival. It was the first time I had met Mr Mirakhmedov and Yermek introduced 

him to me. We entered the house and Mr Mirakhmedov introduced his wife and son to 

us.  

22. I remember that after we entered Mr Mirakhmedov’s house, he showed us around the 

ground floor of his house. Mr Mirakhmedov went off with Yermek into the 

neighbouring room at approximately 8.45 p.m. Noyan went off with Mr 

Mirakhmedov’s son somewhere and I remained with Mr Mirakhmedov’s wife, who 

was heavily pregnant at that time, talking about children and their future plans for their 

children, their education and future occupations.  

23. I also recall that Yermek was talking warmly about Mr Mirakhmedov when he 

introduced him to me. In our culture, when someone refers to another person as 

“brother” or “sister”, it means that the relationship between these people is trusting and 

respectful. 

24. I remember that once we entered the area where Mr Mirakhmedov’s home is located, I 

liked it from the first sight. Everything was very tidy and I remember that Mr 

Mirakhmedov’s house did not look excessively big at first (or so it seemed to me). I felt 

the family atmosphere in this house and Mr Mirakhmedov confirmed it expressly by 

saying that it was their home. He showed us the latest renovations, which were lavish; 

there was a lot of gold in the renovations. We were only shown the ground floor. The 

only thing I saw on the first floor was the vestibule, where we read Namaz prayers. 
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25. Mr Mirakhmedov also introduced us to members of his staff. I do not remember the 

exact number of people, but I think there were three of them – a chef, a guard and a 

cleaner. 

26. I remember that Mr Mirakhmedov and Yermek left the neighbouring room and told us 

that it was time to go to the dinner table. We started off by eating something light; I ate 

some dates and drank water at approximately 9.20 p.m. and finished at 9.25 p.m. and 

went to read Namaz prayers until approximately 9:35 p.m. Following that, we returned 

to the dinner table to eat the main dishes. I remember that plov was served (rice and 

mutton). There was a lot of food, and I thought how generous Mr Mirakhmedov and 

his family are: it was a clear indication for me that we were welcomed guests here. The 

whole meal lasted for approximately 30 minutes and finished at approximately 10:05 

p.m. 

27. I recall that during the dinner, Mr Mirakhmedov told us about how he was mainly doing 

charity work and how he had helped one of his former classmates who had faced 

difficult challenges in his life.  

28. At approximately 10.05 p.m., Yermek and Mr Mirakhmedov then went off together to 

discuss something. 

29. They came back at approximately 10:40 p.m., had a quick cup of tea, and left at 10.50 

p.m. to go to a mosque.  

30. I can also recall that Mr Mirakhmedov’s wife asked permission of Mr Mirakhmedov 

not to go to the mosque because she was feeling tired (as she was heavily pregnant) and 

Mr Mirakhmedov gave his permission. 

31. After mosque, Yermek called me and said that they had finished and that they were 

heading home.  

32. I asked Mr Mirakhmedov’s wife to call an Uber because I had my Kazakhstan SIM card 

inserted in my phone and I experienced difficulties in ordering an Uber myself.  

33. I arrived at the Landmark hotel by Uber, where Yermek and Noyan were already 

waiting for me.  
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34. I can remember that Yermek shared his impressions of our meeting with Mr 

Mirakhmedov’s family. Yermek was very positive about this evening. He told us that 

he enjoyed the evening and that he had become a business partner of Mr Mirakhmedov 

in a bitcoin-mining project, and he had been offered a good share in the venture. 

Yermek told us that due to his experience and expertise in the Kazakhstan energy sector, 

his primary obligation was to provide a cheap source of energy. Yermek also told us 

that Mr Mirakhmedov was the central figure in this project.  

35. I can also recall that I was already familiar with bitcoins at that time. I had heard about 

them from an acquaintance in Kazakhstan, who had said that they would change the 

world and everyone would start using digital funds. I was happy that Yermek had been 

offered such a generous partnership in a promising project.  

 

Statement of truth 

I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true. I understand that proceedings 

for contempt of court may be brought against anyone who makes, or causes to be made, a false 

statement in a document verified by a statement of truth without an honest belief in its truth. 

 

Signed: ____[signature]________________ 

Name: Gulmira Alimova 

Dated: 27 June 2024 

 


